Pebruary 15, 1971

SENATOR PROUD: Mr. President, Members of the Legislature,

If Omaha annexes Millard, the tax burden on every Omahz taxpayer
will be increased. Why 1s this? It is because Millard has a
borded indebtedness that Omahz h2s to assume, Tre indebtedness
consists of outstanding seneral cbligations bords which upon
annexation would become the oblization of Omaha taxpayers.

Now, when Omaha issued general nbligation bends, the people

vote. These same people under oresent law are not permitted to
vote when an annexation occurs. It 15 conservatively estimated

by Omaha's own finance director that the armsxation of Millard
will Increase the mill levy on Umaha by % mill. Now, why did
LB159 fall? It falled in Committee several reasons, cne of the
principal reasons was that the reople of Omaha and thi Legis-
lature has not been told the tax facts. The Press has not high-
lighted to the taxpayers how much the bonded indsbtedness of
Omaha is or what the borded indebtedness of Millard is. They
have not told the people how the armexation ¢f Millard nor the
fallure to annex Millard would a®fect the tax lcad on both Millard
and Omaha residents. I introduced LE153, so why don't T tell the
people these tax facts. I have tried to do this, but I cannot
write everybody in Millard and Craha, because I do nct have the
funds to do this. The cost of postage alone would be prohibitive
to me. Why doesn't the Press tell the people, that if Millard is
arnexed Omaha taxpayers will have to furnish Millard citizens with
2 pald Fire Department. That alore will increzse the Omana mill
levy. Now, I plead, beg and challenge The Omara World Herald to
put these tax facts before the people on Page 1. I don't care
whether they mention my name or not. I don't expect the Omaha Vorld
Herald to accept the challenge, becausze it is quite obvious that
some people In powerful positions desire to kesp the citizens in
Omahz in dariness. Because of this curtain of sllence, I dount
that I can raise LB159 from the Committee to General File. There-
fore, I am withdrawing and do hersby withdraw my motion and will
concentrate on LB868, in the probebly vain hope that through the
pover of the press, the tax facts will come cut before L3%48 is
heard. In short, I am withdrawing my motion on LB159.

PRESIDENT: Motion is withdrawn. Senator Carpenter.

SENATOR CARPENTER. Ask Senator Proud a question? Cn 868, why don't
you refer 1t to the same Committee that heard 1t the first £ime?

SENATOR PROUD: I don't want it referred to that Cormittee, because
the Executive Board has referred it to the Public Works Committee
and secondly and most importantly > I do not feel that I nave any
change whatsoever in the Urban Affzirs Committee of having that
bill heard on 1its merits. Its just that simple.

SENATOR MORGAN: May I ask what the difference is between 159 and
Y

SENATOR PROUD: You certainly may. L3159 provided that before cne
City could annex ancther one, I wan to say on that sceore 2 1st
class City can't annex a 2nd class City, or 2 2nd class a Village,
oaly a metropolitizn eity can amnex another city by vote of the
people, but LB159 provided that all the people would vote in both
cities. You take all the votes and count them you had to have a
rajority of the regiztered voters tc accomplish the annexation.
(End of Belt #8)
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